
by Jazmin medina
Staff Writer

     
     The end of football season also marks 
the end of marching season, and the 
marching band has had an eventful year, to 
say the least. One significant event being 
the arrival of their brand new uniforms. At 
the end of last marching season the 
directors of the band got started on 
designing the uniforms, after much 

deliberation they decided on a final design.  
     All that was left was to wait; and wait 
they did as the arrival of these uniforms 
kept getting pushed back. From the last 
week of August, to homecoming, these 
band students waited. Finally, on October 
1st the uniforms arrived.
      The uniforms consist of five main parts, 
the bib pants, the jacket, the breast plate, 
the hip cape, and the gauntlets. The bib 
pants are the standard black color much like 
the former uniform’s pants, except these 
pants are tighter and more form fitting. The 
jacket is much shorter to give the illusion 
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After an excruciatingly long wait, marching band members and color guard finally get to take the field to perform together 
in their brand new uniforms. 

It’s a MarchIng Band MIracle
december, 2014      alvin high School           JacketneWS.com                             Since 1925
The Clarion Press 

of longer legs. On the left side of the jacket 
there is a piece of cloth in the shape of a 
stinger, a reference to our school mascot 
the Yellowjacket. 
     On the right side of the jacket there is 
a strap going over the breast plate making 
it look like an ‘A.’ The breast plate consists 
of many orange sequins hand sewn to the 
plate with orange fabric underneath them 
and is removable which allows it to be 
replaced with any other color of sequins, or 
fabric. The hip cape is located on the right 
side of the jacket just below the breast 
plate. It too is removable and is double 
sided, black on one side grey on the other. 
Lastly, the velcro gauntlets are grey with 
black stripes at the bottom.
       Each of these uniforms is custom 
measured to adequately fit each member of 
the band. 
     “It took up the entire day and was ex-
tremely hard to fit 208 people in one day so 
we can have them by the first 
competition and only having so many 
people to help made it even harder,” Wade 
Herring said. 
     The students think highly of these 
uniforms, mainly enjoying the “sparkles” 
and the hip capes. 
     “The new band uniforms are very 
efficient and show that we’ve got style,” 
freshman Dharma Fontenot said. 
     This is one experience that these 
students will never forget. Mainly because 
these uniforms arrived three days before the 
first competition of the season making this a 
marching band miracle.

Board approves 
gIlcrease for top 
posItIon

by Jake louvier
Staff Writer

     On Monday, November 3rd, the Board of 
Trustees named Dr. James “Buck” Gilcrease 
as the Lone Finalist for the open 
Superintendent position. After the mandated 
21 day waiting period, the board officially 
approved the position on November 24th. 
     “The Alvin ISD search attracted a 
considerable amount of talented individuals 
from across the state and we are confident 
that Gilcrease holds the qualities and 
experiences that will continue the district’s 
history of success,” said Cheryl Harris, the 
district’s Board President.
     Prior to serving as superintendent, 
Gilcrease was a principal at many high 
schools, as well as an associate and 
assistant principal, teacher and coach. 
Gilcrease holds a doctorate of education from 
Texas A&M University-Commerce, a 
masters in education from Tarleton State, 
and a bachelor of arts from the University of 
North Texas. 
     “Alvin ISD is a school district that takes 
pride in providing opportunities for its 
students. My wife and I are extremely 
excited about having our son exposed to 
these opportunities,” Gilcrease said.  

new attendance BoundarIes coMIng
Board will hear new zoning recommendations this week
by amy hinoJoSa
Staff Writer

     Changes in the district could put some 
students at risk of changing schools in 
the upcoming school year.  As the district 
continues to increase its student population 
by 1,000 students per year, the attendance 
zoning changes currently being discussed 
are crucial to evening out campus teacher-
to-student ratios. 
     According to information found on 

the School Boundary committee website, 
“adjusting attendance boundaries provides 
relief to overcrowding and helps balance 
campus enrollments.” 
     Having too many students in one school 
limits the effectiveness of education because 
crowded classrooms leads to less individual 
instruction time.  
     “Overcrowding affects the learning 
environment because the more students 
in the  class, the less time the teacher can 
devote to helping students individually,” 

english teacher Tiffany Roberson said. 
     With the approval of the bond election 
in 2014, many upgrades to existing schools 
and even a few new campuses are  being 
added to the district to prevent an over-
crowding issue and space out the students. 
The new attendance boundaries will go into 
effect in August 2016 for the opening of 
Shadow Creek High School.
     Three possible attendance boundaries 
were proposed by the School Boundary 
Advisory Committee on November 11th.  
After a community review and feedback 
period through the end of November, final 
recommendations will be brought to the 
Board of Trustees on December 9th.

Dr. James “Buck” Gilcrease was officially 
named the new Alvin ISD Superintendant 
on November 24th. 



a dreaM coMe true

Maddie Stickler walks the stage after being 
crowned 2014 BCFA Fair Queen.

hannah morriS
Staff Writer

     Each year twelve local senior students 
work to earn the title of Brazoria County 
Fair Queen. This year Maddie Stickler was 
awarded the title, bringing the honor back 
to Alvin High School for the first time in 
several years. 
     “Representing Alvin High School as 
our BCFA fair queen candidate has been 
a dream of mine since I was 9 years old,” 
Maddie says. “I’ve loved every single part 
of this process. And when your dream for 
so long finally comes true, you don’t really 
look at anything as being “hard.” Twelve 
hard working and dedicated young ladies 
competed for one crown. So, if I had to 
choose one thing that was hard, it would 
be knowing that there was only one crown 
awarded to twelve very deserving girls.”
     With hundreds of people in the audience 
holding signs and cheering for their 
candidate, awaiting the final name to be 

called, many of the girls on stage were 
noticeably emotional.
     “As I was standing there waiting for the 
winner to be announced, it was very 
emotional for me personally,” Maddie recalls.  
“I could see my parents sitting front and 
center smiling endlessly, I could hear my 
friends yelling my name and supporting me 
like they always do. I wasn’t really thinking 
about being named the winner. I was just 
overwhelmed with emotions and proud to 
be standing there representing not only my 
school, but my family and friends as well.”
     Even in the end, when Maddie’s name 
was called, as the crowd of her family and 
friends erupted into cheers, she was 
momentarily in shock.
     “The first thing that went through my 
mind when they called my name was “no 
way!” I couldn’t believe it. I remember 
pausing for a minute, like did they really 
just call my name? I could see them walking 
toward me with that beautiful crown and 
when Stephanie placed it on my head, that’s 

when it hit me that I had just won,” she 
says. “It was truly the most amazing experi-
ence of my life!”
     Earning this title is more than a beauty 
pageant. The girls are scored in three 
categories including an interview with the 
committee panel, volunteer and community 
involvement, as well as the pageant portion 
of the event. Being an involved school and 
community citizen and showing signs of a 
great leader are as much a part in Maddie’s 
success as anything else. Having a panel 
of judges and committee members from 
across the county agree that your daughter 
has shown beyond a doubt that she is a role 
model for our youth would make any parent 
proud.
     “We are most proud of Maddie for 
staying true to the person she is. The 
young lady standing on that stage is the 
same young lady we know and love every 
day. Maddie is a natural born leader and a 
role model to so many already and we are 
confident that she will continue to be those 
things during her reign as fair queen. It is 
an honor to call this beautiful young lady 
our daughter, “  Maddie’s parents said.
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the new Buzz around caMpus

Advance A/V Production student Reese Mills hosts 
and episode of the Yellowjacket Buzz.

Jake louvier
Staff Writer
     Along with the beginning of a new year, 
also came the addition of a new family 
member at Alvin High School. Hampton Fox, 
formerly the A/V production teacher at 
Dickinson High School began his first year 
as a Yellowjacket at the beginning of this 
year. Over the summer leading up to the 
first day of school, Fox, with the help of the 
Career and Technology Department 
transformed his classroom into a fully 
functional television studio filled with all new 
computers, TV grade cameras, a green 

screen and a sound board room. 
     “We try our hardest to inform the school 
through our weekly show and make it as 
student produced as possible,” Fox said.  
     In the first four months of this year, Fox 
and his team of students in the Advanced 
Audio Visual Production class have released 
six episodes of their show titled The 
Yellow Jacket Buzz with varying amounts of 
appreciation from students and staff across 
campus. 
     While it has not been aired every week 
thus far, as is the ultimate goal, the class is 
hard at work perfecting their delivery of the 
show during the two hour production period 
each day. 
     “My favorite part of A/V is the amount of 
advanced technology that we have unlimited 
access to,” AJ Lara, a senior in the advanced 
class says. 
     As well as spending time working in the 
classroom, students are also presented with 
the opportunity to take the learning experi-
ence out into the real world. 
     For the Halloween edition of The Yellow 
Jacket Buzz, students Drew Griffin, Melissa 
Ibanez and Rebecca Rodriguez went on 
location to create a special segment for the 
show, focused around the popular haunted 

house “Phobia.”
     The principles of Audio/Visual Production 
class is available to all incoming freshman 
and after one year students are presented 
with the opporitunity to be a part of the 
advanced class the following year.
   The advanced level of the class focuses 
on perfecting the students abilities to 
capture footage and use editing software 
to piece together the finished product in a 
professional manner that could be shown to 
the entire school through The YellowJacket 
Buzz.
     While this may seem to be a daunting 
task, students have a great support system 
from Mr. Fox. 
     “I really like being in Mr. Fox’s class 
because he’s always there to help us with 
anything we can’t figure out ourselves,” 
Rebecca Rodriguez said. 
     Even though this is only the second year 
that the class has been offered, because of 
growing interest from underclassmen the 
course is expected to grow significantly in 
the coming years. 

McJrotc 
celeBrates 
BIrthday In style

JaSmine yonge
Guest Writer
     In an effort to teach current MCJROTC 
members about Marine traditions and 
etiquette at a formal ceremony, each year 
the organization a long with it’s booster club 
hosts the MCJROTC Ball which serves as a 
birthday celebration for the Marine Corps.   
     This year’s event was held on November 
15 at Joe’s Banquet Hall and marked the 
239th Birthday of the Marines. Serving as 
guest speaker was Master Sergeant Spakes. 
Spakes was the founding instructor of ROTC 
he  at Alvin High School and served as such 
until his retirement. 
     Current members of the organization are 
invited to attend along with a date.
     “As an outsider it was interesting to see 
what they do and that they kept the tradi-
tion for all these years” Cassidy Miller said. 
     The Ball consisted of social hour, a 
formal ceremony, dinner and dancing. The 
dancing was energetic and fun, the played 
whatever people requested.  
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SoPhomore earnS big 
gamer Win
Student moves on to next level in 
Black Ops competition

JaSmine yonge
Guest Writer

     When sophomore D’Angelo Orozco-Calvo  
saw that the Razor Public Game tournament 
for Call of Duty: Black Ops 2 was open to 
the public he jumped on the opportunity to 
register to participate. 
     “I wanted to win my first ever competi-
tion. I saw an ad online and e-mailed the 
people in charge and sent in my information 
to get registered,” Orozco-Calvo said. 
     The competition was held online with 
over 6000 gamers vying for the top position.
     “The whole competition lasted about five 
hours, I played about 2 hours of that time in 
a series of sessions,” he says. 
     Competitors played two rounds of Team 
Death Match and two rounds of Search and 
destroy. The players with the most points 
combined would later move to another final 
four sessions. Several prizes were awarded 
for various accomplishments through out 
the tournament, however D’Angleo came 
out on top overall winning the tournament 
in total number of points and total number 
of matches won. 
     “I thought the game was glitched when 
I saw my gamer tag at the top of the final 
leader board,” Orozco-Calvo said.
     Prizes included a Razor headset, a 
portable Xbox 360, and a Razor controller. 
Winners from this and various other com-
petitions from this company will meet up in 
early 2015 to qualify for the Major League 
Gaming competition.

theatre sweeps the coMpetItIon
An eventful year underway with much more in store

Jake louvier
Staff Writer

     The Alvin High School Theatre 
Department has had an unmistakably 
successful year in 2014 across the board 
with triumphant victories at UIL 
competitions, as well as excelling with their 
crowd pleasing rendition of Shakespeare’s 
classic “Romeo and Juliet” as their Fall 
production.
     “I’ve always had a desire to express 
myself and put myself in awkward 
situations. So as putting on a glove, it fit 
perfectly,” says Reese Powling, who himself 
was the winner of three separate 1st place 
awards at the Brazoswood Speech and 
Debate contest on November 8th. 
     “I placed first in Storytelling, Poetry and 
Group Improvisation,” Powling said. 
     Starting off contest season at the top, 
the Theatre Department also took home the 
sweepstakes award which is the equivalent 
of First place overall. 
     Another great feat accomplished by 
the department already this year was the 
timeless rendition of  “Romeo and Juliet.” 
Working to perfection three to six hours a 

day since the first day of school, the theater 
department performed a more modern 
version of the Elizabethan era play. You all 
know the story of forbidden love but this 
isn’t just a simple love story.
     “It has modern adaptations like music 
and references,” actor Nick Rodriguez said.
     Along with the 
sword fights, 
outrageous 
characters, and a 
lack of tights the 
production has 
several important 
people working 
behind the scenes.
    As head of the 
audio production for 
the theatre 
department, Mason 
Mills plays a very 
crucial role in the 
success of every 
live performance 
because of his job 
behind the behemoth sound board at the 
rear of the auditorium. 
      “I operate the sound board and lights,” 

he says. “We also build a bunch 
of heavy props and make them 
look good for the show.” 
     Looking forward, 
theatre students and 
production crew are 
working hard with the help of 
other organizations on campus 
to perfect the first all school 
musical, South Pacific. Auditions 
were held November 27th and 
28th in the choir hall, with the 
roles being announced soon 
after.  
     Canyon Steiger, junior, plays 
the role of Emile 
Debeque, a French expatriate 
planter involved in a messy love 
triangle. 
     “I’ve been in Theatre for 
four years now, and when it was 
announced that we were doing 
South Pacific I had no idea what 
the musical was about, but now 
after reading through the script 
I can’t wait to see what Bloody 
Mary does even though I have 
no scenes with her,” 

Steiger said.
     The theatre department has provided 
students with a type of safe haven where 
they’re allowed to express themselves by 
playing the role of someone else. 
     “It’s an escape and allows you to be 
someone else for a while,” Katelyn Brown 
said. 
     Many students find common interests 
and lifetime friendships by participating in 
theatre productions. 
     “You get to open yourself up and you 
find certain 
characteristics about yourself that you 

didn’t know were 
there. You get 
to meet great 
people and make 
memories you 
will remember 
forever,” says 
Aira Dolz. 
     Directors of 
drama Laurie 
Reese and Drake  
Simpson have 
dedicated
 countless hours 
devoting them-
selves to improv-
ing the quality of 

the time spent in their classrooms and on 
the stage motivating students to perform to 
the best of their ability on stage and off.

{ }“i’ve alWayS had a 
deSire to exPreSS 

mySelf and Put 
mySelf in aWkWard 
SituationS. So aS 

Putting on a glove, 
it fit Perfectly”
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Students prepare for opening night’s performance of Romeo and Juliet in an afternoon dress rehearsal. 
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teach us to go 
to college
hannah morriS

Staff Writer
     You  are never fully prepared for the 
unknown. Your expectations may be 
completely different than what actually 
happens. College is a major life decision, 
but just how well does high school prepare 
you for college?
     As a senior who is graduating in 
December, I am currently in the midst of 
finishing my final few weeks of high school 
and preparing to begin my college career 
in just a little more than a month. I have 
become frustrated and felt overwhelmed 
through much of the process. Here is what I 
have learned.
     One important factor for applying to 
college is a SAT/ACT test. Certain colleges 
require a minimum score to even be 
considered to attend that school, but it’s 
hardly known to many of our students how 
important the SAT/ACTs are until it is time 
to apply for colleges. Not often enough do 
we hear about these tests, and the few 
times we are notified is briefly and not taken 
seriously by too many students, myself 
included, until now. 
     The college application process is 
something else I was never taught how to 
do. No where in our high school classes do 
teachers and staff take the time to show 
students how to order and properly fill out 
an application. 
     Applying for scholarships is another 
process that students are oblivious to. 
Scholarships can help you pay for tuition 
and without them it may be hard to go to 
college. Applying for these is very 
stressful and difficult when you are thrown 
into it on your own. Mr. Fitzwater is on 
campus to help, and does an amazing job 
doing so, however, I feel like many students 
either feel ashamed to ask or just don’t 
make the effort to go ask. Why do we not 
have a college prep course that teaches 
students early on about the importance of 
volunteer hours, resumes, joining 
organizations, taking these exams seriously, 
and properly applying for scholarships and 
colleges?
     High school is meant to prepare you for 
college and beyond, but why do only 42% 
of graduates attend college? It seems as if 
we are not given all we need to be 
successful beyond high school. Instead of 
focusing on how to be better high school 
students, we should be learning how to 
become more productive adults after high 
school.

when food attacks

The fast food industry is plagued by unsanitary conditions, 
causing thousands of consumers to be sickened each year.

A look at the fast 
food industry
taylor Jandl
Editor

     Each day over fifty million Americans eat 
some form of greasy treat as a part of their 
routine. With the recent health violations of 
many restaurants as well complaints from 
customers, fast food chains are finally 
realizing their businesses are disgusting. 
However, some are ignoring the problem. 
Just how often are  cockroaches, hair, 
maybe even fingernails found in your food?
     What about some of your favorite fast 
food joints? Jack in the Box? Taco Bell? 
McDonalds? All of which could have more 
health violations than the taco truck parked 
by the pound. According to Dateline’s 

survey to uncover the behind the scenes 
of America’s top 10 fast food corporations, 
Jack in the Box had a total of 164 health 
violations, all of which are extremely 
hazardous to your health. The gross part? 
Jack in the Box was only sixth on that list.
     Most teenagers have the idea that it 
doesn’t matter, and that it tastes good so 

why worry, but think about this; ABC News 
also did their research on the matter 
saying “200,000 people are sickened by 
Food Borne pathogens (often found in 
ground beef). Of those who get sick, 900 
are hospitalized, and 14 die annually.”
     We put full trust into the complete 
strangers that prepare our meals, yet we 
are given 200,000 sickened consumers a 
year.
     It’s disturbing to believe that even with 
the FDA monitoring fast food, we still get 
sickened by the thousands. The sad 
realization is that we shouldn’t be eating 
fast food and we shouldn’t be allowing large 
corporations to take over our everyday life. 
We are dying from what is supposed to 
keep us alive.
     To check out how your favorite Alvin 
food establishments are ranking, visit 
alvin-tx.gov and click “Code Compliance.”

gaMIng Industry BIgger than ever
Amid economic woes gaming industry flourishes
rory collinS
Staff Writer

     Video games have become an important 
part of modern society over the last 50 
years, ever since the 
introduction of the first popular 
gaming console, the Atari 2600. Despite 
later setbacks, such as the market crashes 
for the video industry in both 1977 and 
1983, significant leaps were made with the 
Nintendo Entertainment System (NES) and 
the Game Boy, with Nintendo later 
dominating both the handheld and home 
console markets with the two. 
     Later however, with the release of the 
Playstation, and it successor, the Playstation 
2, both became legendary in the gaming 

gIrl power: why are we destroyIng our perfectIons

amy hinoJoSa
Staff Writer
     You were not designed to be shaped 
and molded into someone elses idea of 
perfection. It is not a requirement to change 
yourself to fit another humans standards. 
You are in control of your life, every decision 
lies in your hands. Do not let them take 

industry for the sheer amount sold, with the 
Playstation selling over 155 million units, be-
coming the best selling console in history to 
date. However, with the release of the Xbox, 
later Xbox 360, and now the Xbox One, 
Microsoft’s gaming console has become an 
important cultural icon due to the popular-
ity of the video games released on them, 
with titles such as Mass Effect, Call of Duty, 
Fable, Grand Theft Auto and notably, Halo.  
     One of the most important parts of the 
gaming industry, however, is PC gaming, 
with popular titles such as World of Warcraft 
and Starcraft 2. World of Warcraft alone has 
gained over 10 million subscriptions recently 
with the release of the Warlords of Draenor 
expansion, and Starcraft 2, the most suc-
cessful RTS games released to this day.  

These games are professionally played 
by gamers all over the world, especially 
in South Korea. 
     In recent years, video games have 
become a competitive sport in a sense, 
with championships each year across 
various platforms, such as Halo on Xbox, 
Starcraft 2 on PC,  and Call of Duty on 
various 
platforms, with prize money up to 
$50,000 in US currency.  
     The gaming industry is at an all time 
high and compainies are loving it. In 
an age where Activision can spend over 
500 million dollars to produce Destiny, 
and bring in online orders totalling that 
amount within the first 24 hours of the 
game’s release, you can bet we are going 
to see more and more game production 
companies shelling out millions of dollars 
to produce games of higher quality. 

over, they’ll put demons inside of your head, 
ones that cannot drown, ones that point out 
every beautiful thing about you and turn 
them into evil. 
     Those tiny details about you, from the 
freckles scattered across your face, to the 
crooked smile someone has hopelessly 
fallen in love with, they’ll take them and 
destroy them. And you’ll paint your skin in 
aesthetic tones that aren’t anything 

compared to the beauty of the freckles 
dancing on your face, and your smile will be 
fake, one nobody could fall in love with. 
     There is nothing more scary than 
knowing that you’re destroying your 
perfections after so many people 
brainwashed you into thinking they were 
ugly. The only ugly thing about you is your 
attitude, how low your self esteem has 
sunken in throughout the years because of 
somebody else’s ideals.
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hitting the hallWayS and lunch croWdS, breaking doWn your 
barrierS and aSking you the queStionS PeoPle really Want to 
knoW...

• my sister
• toilet paper
• tooth paste
• perfume that was         

supposed to be cologne
• keys to a pretend car
• broken Nintendo DS

• a chore list
• socks
• a dead squirrel
• handmade house shoes
• Lynyrd Skynyrd t-shirt
• scarf made of old t-

shrts

What iS the WorSt chriStmaS PreSent you ever received?

taku’s 
takes
all thIngs anIMe

     
     Konichiwa minna, welcome to Taku’s 
Takes, I’m Taku the otaku and I’m gonna 
tell you about some great anime to watch.
Today I am telling you about the series 
Another and Itsuka Tenma No Kuro Usagi. 
     
     The basic plot around Another is quite 
horrifying, 26 years ago a student named 
Misaki died, everyone cared about Misaki so 
one day a student said “Misaki isn’t dead, 
he is right there!” and pointed to Misaki’s 
empty desk, and since then class 3 has 
been cursed, causing a student to die each 
month. Twenty-six years later Sakakibara 
Kouichi transfers to the school where his 
mother fell to the curse as well. There he 
meets a beautiful and mysterious girl named 
Mei Misaki, who always wears an eye patch 
for some odd reason. What’s even stranger 
is the fact that only he can communicate 
with Mei Misaki.
     The anime has both a subbed and 
dubbed version, so if you want to watch it in 
English you can, but if you prefer it in 
Japanese with English subtitles you can 
watch it like that as well. The series has 12 
episodes and an ova.
     
     Next up is Itsuka Tenma No Kuro Usagi 
which translates to “a dark rabbit has seven 
lives.” The genres are comedy, ecchi, 
romance, vampire, shounen, and 
supernatural. The series has 12 episodes 
and an ova.
     Taito keeps having dreams of a female 
vampire giving him her poison; a dream 
he has over and over. One day he keeps 
hearing her voice even when awake, and on 
his way home he gets hit by a truck which 
should have killed him but didn’t. Suddenly 
remembering that the girl did exist he calls 
out her name, Saito Himea and it undos 
her binding and she rushes to his side. As it 
turned out the ‘poison’ was a spell to make 
him somewhat immortal, he can die but 
gets brought back, but if he dies more than 
seven times he dies for real.
     I thought it was a sweet story of love 
and violence in their lives. It is only in 
subbed so its in japanese with english 
subtitles. 

mattheW WilliamS
Staff Writer

aSk amy iS your Place to get advice on 
life’S everyday SituationS. got a queStion, 
need a Shoulder? aSk amy...
JacketneWS.com/aSk-amy/

Question: Amy..I’m a freshmen this year and 
I have an extreme lack of friends and I don’t 
understand why. I feel as if I really put myself 
out there but people still don’t seem to notice 
me. How do I get more friends? 

Dear friendless fishy,
I know that making friends can be tricky, 
but don’t worry about it; it’s not as hard as 
it seems. I suggest to find people who you 
have mutual interest with. These people 
are easy targets because you already have 
something to talk about. Once you gain 
a few friends from that, you can hang 
around them and meet their friends too. 
Just remember don’t try too hard to im-
press people and always be yourself, nice 
people will be impressed with the real you.

 
Question: Amy - my mom says I can’t go out 
on dates until I am 16 (will be in May). My 
boyfriend wants me to go out on dates. He is 
getting tired of just coming over to my moms. 
How can I get her to let me go?

Dear parent trapped,
Try and convince your mom to let you 
have a “trial date.” Maybe suggest having 
a parental chaperon if absolutely 
necessary. Your chances of being 
allowed to go out may increase if this 
goes smoothly. Show responsibility by 
setting a curfew (keep in mind that you 
actually have to beat curfew or else it’s 
pointless). If this doesn’t work there’s not 
too much more you can do. I know that 
dating seems like something you should 
rush but you’re so close to reaching the 
age where she gives you a little bit of 
freedom so just be patient. If you find 
that your boyfriend is getting mad at you 
for not being able to go out, maybe he’s 
the problem.

Ask Amy

revealIng secrets
A look at Mary Lambert’s debut 
single from Heart on My Sleeve

     Everyone’s asking “Who the heck is Mary 
Lambert?” You may have heard her voice in 
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis’ grammy 
nominated gay marriage anthem “Same 
Love” but you probably don’t know a thing 
about her. Well she decided to let the entire 
world know exactly who she is in her new 
single “Secrets”. 
     The entire song is about who she is and 
how much she doesn’t care about what we 
think of her and that she has nothing to be 
ashamed of like how she is bi-polar and if 
you’re looking for something to relate to 
well she loves cats for all the “crazy” cat 
ladies out there. On a more serious note 
Mary is a Washington born, Washington 
raised woman that in a way gives power to 
her fans and herself to not conform to 
society’s idea of “perfect” when they are 
already perfect in their own way.
     In her single “Secrets” she talks about 
who she is and how different she is as well 
as what she is insecure about such as her 
body, her mind, and her sexuality. This 
voice from Seattle is saying to her listeners 
whether they are haters or adorers that she 
doesn’t care what society thinks is “perfect” 
and neither should they, she is pushing the 
minds of her fans that they should embrace 
their differences and shouldn’t hide them-
selves. 
     In the song she exposes herself 
essentially breaking down the wall that she 
has built up over the years and is finally 
accepting that in order to live a better life 
then she shouldn’t care what the public 
thinks of her and that is what I believe this 
“voice” will be remembered for and she will 
be known not just for her music but her 
power to uplift people this song isn’t just 
her secrets it’s her first stepping stone to 
the hall of fame.

album title: heart on my Sleeve
artiSt title: mary lambert
revieW by:  charlie reyeS

     Since the 
beginning of 
2014, no solo 
artist or 
music group has 
reached the 
prestigious award 

of selling over a million copies of their 
album to reach platinum level. While this 
goal is sought after by most in the music 
industry, in the last decade, acquiring a 
platinum album has become increasingly 
difficult with the introduction of websites 
that allow you to be able to download 

entire albums for literally no cost such as 
Napster, Pirate Bay, and Limewire changed 
the game in the early 2000’s. 
     More recently when music-streaming 
sites become easily accessible because of 
smart phones, apps like Spotify and Pandora 
have overtaken the record industry and 
changed the way people will listen to music 
forever. But one particular artist has claimed 
the throne with no contest. 
    Taylor Swift’s latest release “1989” sold 
a staggering 1.685 million copies in the first 
week alone, solidifying herself at the very 
top of the musical food chain in 2014 as far 
as album sales go. With the overwhelm-
ing success from this album, I’m extremely 
excited to see what she has in store with 
her next release. In addition, she also was 
the winner of the prestigious  Dick Clark 
Award presented at the 2014 American 
Music Awards.

Jake louvier
Staff Writer

chasIng platInuM
Taylor Swift goes platinum when no one else can
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no one fIghts alone
Playoff runs ends in Bi-District Championship for Lady Jackets

yvonne meza
Guest Writer

     Starting off the season strong, 
continuing to work as a team and growing 
as a family the team stayed focused and 
prepared, keeping their eyes on the prize 
throughout the season. That skill and 
determination lead to a chance at playoffs 
once again, for the third year in a row.
     Ending the season with a district record 
of 14-2 the ladies finished as bi-district 
champions, landing eight players on the 
22-6A All District teams as well as six team 
members making all academic. 
     During the season, junior Taylor Horsfall 
was named as KHOU’s Player of the Week 
for her skills on the court. However, she 
gives credit to more than just her personal 
skill.
     “It’s a great feeling of course, but I still 

PHOTO BY:  BAILY DIEDE
Team members huddle together for a moment of team spirit before taking the court for another round of intense playoff 
action. 

have to remain focused, still playing for my 
girls. If it wasn’t for them I wouldn’t even 
be in this spot anyway,” she said.
     Not only are they teammates on and off 
the court, but they are also soul sisters that 
stick together throughout their high school
experience. They share their love for vol-
leyball and work together to be better at the 
sport they love.
     “I get to share my love for the game 
with several other girls who feel the same 
way,” Elyssa Purcell, senior, said.
     The girl’s success has left them with 
many memories they will never forget. From 
sad loses to ecstatic wins, the ladies stuck
together, creating lifetime memories along 
the way.
     “My most memorable moment is when 
we went to Leander for the tournament, 
playing against intense teams and placing 
5th out of 48,” Daisy Montemayor, junior, 
said.

surprIses keep runners on theIr feet

JaSmine yonge
Guest Writer
     Starting the year with summer 
practices, team members got a shock when 
Coach Orozco accepted a position at a new 
campus in the district. So, they thought, 
they were out of a coach, which would 
mean no team.  Everyone looked to Coach 
Dominguez to be head coach instead of the 
Co-Coach.  
     Stepping up to the plate, Coach 
Dominguez pushed the team to be their 
best every practice. She was never negative 
about anything, and she was always honest 
when talking to her team which kept the 
team motivated and determined to make 
this a great season. 
     This year the team had some 
unexpected runners join them as the varsity 
basketball players chose to participate in  

   order to keep   
   in shape when 
   out of season.  
   Coming in 
   as new to the 
   team, one 
   player 
   performed well 
   enough to be 
   placed on 
   varsity and two 

were placed on the junior varsity running 
team. 
     Also making an impression as new 
competitors were the three freshman 
runners who made the cut for varsity. Some 
of the runners even made a personal best 
this season.
     “It was like a bunch of pressure was 
taken off and it made everything worth it,” 
says Remington Hubbard, who  got a 18:09  
on his 3 mile run at the district meet.

Jacket hIve goes lIve

baily diede
Sports Editor

     If you’ve been to any sports games here 
lately you’ve most likely seen the new 
Jacket Hive group showing off their more 
than enthusiastic orange pride. If not, you 
have probably heard people talking about 

Jacket Hive participants aim to bring spirit back to the 
student section at home games. 

it all around school. For those of you that 
haven’t heard, the Jacket Hive is a new club 
that go to almost all sports games to cheer 
and show off their abundant school spirit.
     “We were really just tired of the total 
lack of school spirit,” said Cody Childers, 
who is one of three club leaders.
     The main purpose of the Yellow Jacket 
Hive is to raise the totally non existent 
school spirit, and its obviously working. If 
you’ve been regularly going to any sports 
games here recently then you have probably 
noticed how rapidly the Yellow Jacket Hive 
is growing.
     “We are now over a hundred mem-
bers and steadily growing,” Childers said, 
seeming pretty happy with the new club’s 
progression. 

hIghlIghts, updates, and re-caps
While some seasons are 
winding down, others are 
just getting started. Take a 
quick look at what has been 
happening in fall and spring 
sports as we roll into the 
second half of the year. 

  golf
   Senior Patrick 
   Kacz is off to a 
   strong start this 
   season, placing 3rd 
   as an individual in 
   the first golf 
   tournament of 
   the year.

        Patrick was named to the All District 
First Team during his junior year. His suc-
cess has inspired a lot of confidence for 
the rest of the team in the remainder of 
this long season.

tenniS
     With the Spring 
 tennis season beginning 
 soon, most of the players 
 seem very optimistic 
about the team’s future 
and the possibility of a 
great round of tournaments.
     Looking forward, the team hopes to use 
this momentum to have a successful Spring 
season in the upcoming months.

gymnaSticS
     Having only a few meets thus far, the 
gymnasts are excited about the possibili-
ties for this year. December meets mark the 
beginning of the compulsory season, which 
means more creativity and individual 
performances. Until now competitions have 
been streamlined with every participant 
completing the same tasks. Compulsory 
events allow the competitors to perform 
their own routines, choosing music, theme, 
and movements to make each performance 
unique. 
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Jackets end strong 
Strong finish brings the best season record in nine years

kyle neerdaelS
Guest Writer

     With a new season comes new 
challenges and responsibilities. Under 
guidance of a new coaching staff, the team 
had some adjustments to make early on, 
however, the intense training and motivation 
paid off through out the season. Showing 
immense dedication, the boys made the 
most of the Friday night lights, creating 
many memories along the way.
     “Something I’ll never forget about this 
season is when Carlos Garcia told me that 
he was going to have a better season than
me,” Kaleb Olszewski, senior, said.
     Highlights of the season came early as 
the first game went in our favor when the 
boys breezed past Santa Fe with a 26-7 win.  
Spirits and adrenaline running high, the 
boys went into the next week’s game ready 
for anther win. In a back and forth nail-biter 
of a game, Fort Bend Clements inched past 
us in the final quarter, bringing a 

Photo by: taylor Jandl
During the final game of the season team members wore armbands bearing 
the initials of team members involved in a tragic accident earlier in the week. 

devastating 45-46 loss. Another 
loss to Dawson had the team 
reeling to come back strong, 
learning from mistakes and 
preparing to dominate the field 
in the coming weeks. 
     On the heels of two losses, 
the team regrouped and 
pulled in another two highly 
anticipated wins, against Sam 
Rayburn and Pasadena 
Memorial.  Tough teams 
followed in the line up, 
resulting in a three game losing 
streak, however, the final two 
games of the season brought 
back the Jacket pride as a 50-7 
win over Pasadena brought 

fInIsh your 
Breakfast 
baily diede
Sports Editor

     The long awaited boys basketball season 
is finally here, and the boys are looking 
better than ever after capping off the New 
Caney ISD Tournament with a hard fought, 
46-44 win over Caney Creek. Alvin Hoops 
is off to a decent start on the season and 
there’s no doubt that it’s only going to get 
better.

Photo by: baily diede
Teams were introduced to the crowd during the first 
annual Hoop and Holler, a special night time pep rally 
designed to pump up the spirit for the upcoming season.

     “We’re going to do a lot better this year, 
and win a lot more games,” varsity guard 
Chase Horsfall said sounding quite confident 
in the team. 
     The team has faced a lot of changes 
since last year, with most of the last year’s 
roster being seniors. The team is now 
quite a bit younger, which should give 
the coaches a good deal to build on, and 
raise chances of an overall improvement in 
seasons to come. It seems like the team has 
really embraced the changes well and are 
looking good. After talking to some of the 
players, it is obvious that they are all feeling 
quite comfortable with the changes.
     “We are a lot more defensive now, and 
it seems like there are a lot more players 
committed to the team than there was last 
year,” varsity center David Fletcher said.
     With twenty eight games left in the 
season, not counting a hopeful playoff run, 
the boys still have a very long, hard fought 
season remaining ahead of them. There 
really is not much rest time between each 
game, so its going to be a real grind from 
now to the end of the season. 
     When you watch them play, it is obvious 
that they are putting in some serious work. 
As long as they keep this up they should do 
great. There is no doubt in my mind that 
this is going to be a great season for Alvin 
Hoops.

lady Jackets prepare for an 
excItIng season ahead

baily diede
Sports Editor

     With the first Lady Jackets game finally 
past the girls are feeling pretty good after 
their hard fought win in this years first 
district game against Pasadena. The team 
has already had some pre-season suc-
cess that helps in feeling confident for the 

Photo by: baily diede
Lady Jackets show off their skill in a practice scrimmage 
during the Hoop and Holler showcase. 

upcoming division games. 
     In non district play the team has started 
3-1, not counting tournaments. With that 
start everyone is looking forward to the 
coming months of play. 
     “I think this is going to be a pretty 
good season.” said varsity shooting guard 
Angelica Tep, enthusiastically.
     The girls recently saw a few changes to 
the lineup before the Pasadena game that 
made an obvious difference in how the team 
performed. With the team having already 
been performing well, these changes should 
be great for the team’s future success.                                                                                              
     There are still many games left in what 
is a long, extremely tiring season. As long 
as they keep up their obvious hard work, 
and solid teamwork out on the court, the 
girls should have a great year.
     The next scheduled home game for var-
sity Lady Jackets will be at 4pm on Friday 
December 19th. Come support the team 
before you head of for your holiday break. 

  SWim
        After a solid fall 
season, swim is finally 
coming to an end. The 
district meet is coming up 
in January, and the team 
is feeling pretty good. 
   “The season has been 
going good, we have been working really 
hard for district,” said swim team member 
Vincent Garcia.
     The team is feeling great going into 
district, and should be set for a pretty good 
postseason run.

diving
     With diving season just beginning, the 
guys are looking forward to an exciting 
run this year. A small set back just before 
Thanksgiving break, a 
broken heating element in the pool, meant 
that practices were 
cancelled for several days. However,  
getting back into the routine after the break 
helped in getting the divers prepared for the 
Pearland meet. 
     Diving this year are seniors Austin 
Jennings and first time diver Casey Bodine-
Preston.

things back into perspective. 
     Dominating their final game of the 
season with a winning score of 34-7 against 
the South Houston Trojans, the boys came 
together, not only as a team finishing their 
season strong, but as a family grieving the 
loss of one other own. A tragic accident 
earlier in the week resulted in the loss of 
senior Zach Juelich and the hospitalization 
of senior John Horton. As a sign on solidar-
ity and support, the boys wore armbands 
bearing the initials of each of their team 
members who were not able to play with 
them that night. 
     Overall, the season was capped off with 
a 5-5 record, and although they didn’t reach 
the playoffs, the hard work and 
dedication was obvious as this was the first 
five-win season in nine years. This season is 
was memories are made of. 
     “My most memorable moment of this 
season was running through the tunnel 
because everyone was so hyped in there,”
Emilio Lopez, senior, said.
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MagIcally InclIned 

Austin Williams keeps a deck of cards with 
him at all times.

Using magic to fill his days 
and brighten yours

taylor Jandl
Editor

     Not very often do you see a student 
excel at magic. Even as an adult, being 
able to blow someone’s mind isn’t a 
common feat, but junior Austin 
Williams does it on a daily basis. 
He carries a deck of cards with him 
throughout the day just looking for 
opportunities to brighten up someone’s 

day and bring some joy to staff and 
teachers. 
     “People’s facial expressions and the 
way they light up and jump around is 
probably the best part,” Williams said. 
     He started practicing his magic act 
at age 9 when a family friend showed 
him a card trick. Since that day, Austin 
has been working to perfect each and 
every trick and he continues to learn 
more. 
     “Watching his tricks is truly an ex-
perience,” senior Rory Collins said, 
“I honestly don’t think I’ve ever been 
so amazed.” 
     Most students tend to agree with 
Rory. The amount of positive students 
reaction is through the roof. All his 
practice really pays off as students and 
staff alike ask for repeat performances 
each time a trick is shown. You have 
to see it more than once to wrap your 
mind around just how good it is.
     Next time you see Austin, ask him 
to show you a trick and prepare to be 
astonished. 

teacher turned 
author

My Other Ex is 
currently ranked as 
#86 in it’s genre on 
the Amazon.com 
bookstore. It was 
highlighted as “Best 
of the Month” in 
October. 

rory collinS
Staff Writer

    English teacher Kristy Loye recently 
had the chance to mark a huge item 
off of her bucket list when one of her 
written stories was officially published 
in the book My Other Ex, a conglom-
eration of various stories submitted by 
thirty individual women with the 
overall theme being about losing and 
leaving friends. 
     “When I found out, I immediately 
contacted my mentors at Rice 
University with the wonderful news 
that I finally was being published,” she 
says. “I owe them everything for help-
ing me mature as a writer.”

     Currently, Mrs. Loye is writing a 
collection of short stories that she 
plans on putting in novel-form, and 
then working up the courage to write. 
     Mrs. Loye has felt the desire to 
write and have her stories read by 
others since she was very young. Her 
greatest inspiration for writing, she 
says “is the impact the words have 
towards our conscience, 
emotions, and perception of people 
and events.” 

hatfIeld earns top prIzes at show
Senior student wins big at annual BCFA with show heifer

Tori Hatfield works her heifer, Paisley, in the arena at the BCFA show in Angleton.  

hannah morriS
Staff Writer

    Tori Hatfield, now a senior, has been 
showing livestock since her freshman 
year through Alvin FFA. Her first show 
animal was a pig, however this year 
she showed a very special heifer in 
Angleton at the Brazoria County Fair.
     At last year’s fair Tori participated in 
the Calf Scramble where she secured a 
scholarship check to purchase a calf for 
this year’s show. Tori was able to show 
the calf in several categories, giving 
her the opportunity to win multiple 
prizes. 
     With that one heifer, which she 

named Paisley, Tori won big. She won 
first place over-all in her class and  
then went on to win Reserve Grand 
Champion. She also won grand 
champion in the crossbreed division in 
the open show, taking home three 
different buckles at this year’s show.
     Even though a Grand Champion 
can bring in thousands of dollars at 
auction, Tori decided to not sell Paisley 
because she will make more money 
breeding her. 
     Tori plans to attend a vet tech 
school in Houston and to later on 
become a large animal vet. She also 
plans to help other people take care of 
their show and farm animals. 
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